
Author guidelines: SAHARA-J 
 
The Journal publishes contributions in English and French from all fields of the social 
aspects of HIV/AIDS including care, support, behaviour change, behavioural 
surveillance, counselling, impact, mitigation, stigma, discrimination, prevention, 
treatment, adherence, culture, faith-based approaches, evidence-based intervention, 
health communication, structural and environmental intervention, financing, policy and 
media. 
 
While the emphasis is on empirical research (qualitative and quantitative), the Journal 
also accepts theoretical and methodological papers and review articles. These should 
not be longer than 8,000 to 10.000 words. We also publish short communications, 
letters, commentaries and book reviews. 
 
Priority is given to articles that are relevant to Africa and the developing world and which 
address social issues related to HIV and AIDS. Special issues may deal with a specific 
topic, region or country. Submission of papers presented at the biannual International 
Conferences of HIV/AIDS and STI in Africa and biannual Social Aspects of HIV/AIDS 
Research Alliance (SAHARA) conferences are especially invited.  
 
Authors are requested to submit their original manuscript and figures with two copies 
and a matching disc to the editor: Prof Karl Peltzer, Social Aspects of HIV/AIDS and 
Health, Human Sciences Research Council, Private Bag X41, Pretoria 0001, South 
Africa. Manuscripts can also be submitted by e-mail. Please create one folder (with the 
name of the corresponding author) for all word and figure files, and e-mail this to the 
editor at jsahara@hsrc.ac.za. 
 
Submissions will be considered on the understanding that they comprise original 
unpublished material and are not under consideration for publication elsewhere (all 
authors are to sign on submission of the article), and the study(ies) on which they have 
been based have been subject to appropriate ethical review.  
 
All submissions may be subject to initial assessment by the editor or appropriate 
Editorial Board members to determine their suitability for consideration by the Journal. 
Papers accepted for formal review will be sent anonymously to at least two independent 
referees. Short biographic details of not more than 10 lines should be provided at 
acceptance of the paper for publication.  
 

Manuscript preparation  

Manuscripts must be typewritten, double-spaced with wide margins, on one side of white 
paper. Good quality printouts with a font size of 12 are required. The corresponding 
author should be identified (include a fax number and e-mail address).  

Abstract and keywords 

Please supply an abstract (without subheadings) of up to 300 words, and up to six 
keywords. 



Text 

Follow this order when typing manuscripts: 
 

• On the covering page – author(s), affiliation(s), full postal address, fax number and e-
mail address. Names and affiliations of co-authors should be clearly indicated. 
Please ensure that these details are printed on the cover page only, and do not 
appear on any other separate sheet. 

• References 

• Appendix 

• Figure captions  

• Tables and figures. Do not import figures or tables into the main text. Footnotes are 
to be listed separately at the end of the text and not at the bottom of each page.   

References 

All publications cited in the text should be presented in a list of references following the 
text of the manuscript. In the text refer to the author’s name (without initials) and year of 
publication (e.g. ‘Since Shisana and Simbayi (2002) have shown that...’ or ‘This is in 
agreement with results obtained later (Uys, 2002)’. For 2 - 6 authors all authors are to be 
listed at first citation, with ‘&’ separating the last two authors, for more than six authors, 
use the first six authors followed by ‘et al’. In subsequent citations for three or more 
authors use ‘et al’ in the text. The references should be arranged alphabetically by 
authors’ names. The manuscript should be carefully checked to ensure that the spelling 
of authors’ names and dates are exactly the same in the text as in the reference list. 
References should be given in the following form:   
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2002. Cape Town: Human Sciences Research Council Publishers. (full text: 
www.sahara.org.za)   
 
Hall, E., & Shisana, O. (2003).The impact of HIVAIDS on health workers employed in the 
health sector. In O. Shisana, & E. Hall (Ed.), The impact of HIV/AIDS on the health 
sector: National survey of health personnel, ambulatory and hospitalised patients and 
health facilities, 2002 (pp. 57-84). Cape Town: Human Sciences Research Council 
Publishers. (full text: www.sahara.org.za)   
 
Streefland, P.H. (2003). Introduction of HIV vaccine in developing countries: social and 
cultural dimensions. Vaccine, 21(13-14), 1303-1309.  
 
The reference style should follow APA guidelines:  
http://humanities.byu.edu/linguistics/Henrichsen/APA/APA01.html  
 


